Rehabilitation in dual disability of hemiplegia and upper extremity amputation: two case reports.
Dual disability involving amputation and hemiplegia is relatively rare. The vast majority of these cases involve lower extremity amputations. In this report two patients sustained a right-sided hemiplegia complicating an old left upper extremity amputation. Through the comprehensive rehabilitation program these two patients were able to make gains, especially in some activities of daily living and in lower extremity functions. Since some of the upper extremity activities, such as dressing or bathing, could not be accomplished, it appears that patients with upper extremity amputation who have a contralateral hemiplegia have a poorer prognosis for achieving functional independence than patients with lower extremity amputation and similar neurologic loss.